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This will be the 1st time, we all gather together under the banner of Valley Bengali 

Community (VBC), a non-profit, socio-cultural organization, with a spirit of unity. 

We come together as a community to celebrate one of the biggest Indian events 

of the year –the Durga Puja-where the mother goddess of Hinduism –triumph the 

good over evil. Here at VBC, we hold a vision to bring back those long forgotten 

times experienced back home and to provide fond memories to our younger 

generations growing up in greater Los Angeles area. During this 2-day event, we 

go beyond the religious component and provide a strong cultural platform for the 

entire Indian community. This is the time of the year, we welcome everyone from 

our community to experience this grand cultural extravaganza, sumptuous food, 

and rich Indian heritage which will allow us to expand beyond our small world to 

embrace the diversity of the Conejo Valley and the San Fernando Valley. 
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মধ্যরাতের কথামালা  

অমমে চক্রবেী 

১. 

চমিশটা চুমুর চচতে একটা প্রণাম 

অতেক  অতেক চবশী দামম  

যারা ো চবাতে ো োরা  

আমার চচতেও বাতে স্বামী 
 

২. 

মদ চেতে ভাতলাবামি , 

েুমম বলতে মদ আমাতক োে । 

আমম চো হামরতে চেমি  

চোমার আগ্রািী গুহাে ! 
 

৩. 

েীবে আমাতক বলল, লামথ মারব  

আমম বললাম - মার ... 

চদমে েুই োমক আমম  

চক আিতল হই িারোর 

 

৪. 
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ভালবািা কাতক বতল  

েুমম োতো রােোো চমতে? 

আমম শুধ্ু োেলাম  

মাতের চচাতের মদতক চচতে 

 

৫. 

চোমাতদর অমভতযাে  

চোমাতদর চ া োঁতট কে কথা ! 

আমম চো চকবল শুমে  

বাবার বুতকর েীব্র বযথা । 

 

৬. 

শরীতর চবোঁতচি েুমম  

শরীতরই মতর চেি আে  

োই বুঝে অমভেে  

োই বুঝে আে এে কাে ! 
 

৭. 

কাে কাে কারুকাে 

বলি বতট েঢ়ূ অমভমাতে  

আিতল চয োমল মদচ্ছ  

এই বান্দা মবলক্ষণ োতে 
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৮. 

োেরতণ যাে মবভাবরী? 

মক কতর চয চোতক বলব  

কী ভাতব মমর ! 
 

৯. 

আমমই রাবণ রাম  

আমমই মতন্দাদরী িীো  

আমার মেুৃয প্রমে পল 

েীবতের েবপমরণীো 
 

১০. 

কামাক্ষার পুতো কতরা  

আমাতক চদোও বে্ধ্ ুরং! 

েুমমও বুতেি েতব  

আমম এক চার অক্ষর িং। 

 

১১. 

আমমও চো প্রমেমদে  

রামশ রামশ প্রণামী চচতেমি  

মকন্তু কী আশ্চয য  

বদতল চো হামিই চপতেমি 
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১২. 

আমাতক পােল ভাবি ? 

শব্দ চেতলাোড় ভাবি োমক? 

চবাতধ্র মেদাতে এতিা , 

িুটটতে চদব চোমার মাোমক। 

 

১৩. 

কেটা চপ্রম থাকতল েুমম হে  

চোমরা োতো ো  

কেটা ঘণৃার স্পতশ য আমম হে  

চোমরা চবাতো ো 
 

১৪. 

চয েুমম শামেতে রােি  

আমার আড়াতল বক্র চচাে  

একমদে আিতবই  

চোমাতক অগ্রাহয করতব চলাক 

১৫. 

যা মলমে ো অহংকার 

কেেও মক কমবো হে ো ! 

আমম চো িাড়া পাওো  

চোমাতদর চপাষ্য মেো 

১৬. 
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অতেক মলতেমি আমম  

মকচু্ছটট চলো হেমে োই  

দুপুর েমড়তে চেতি  

এবার একটু মেদ্রা যাই 
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Drops of freedom 
 
    ----Upasana Bhattasali. 
-------------------------------------- 
The verdant green grass, 
Drops of dew---- 
Blush as I stride 
A step or few. 
Humming the melody 
The rainbow held 
Over the meadows, 
With the fire bled 
Moaning to be taken 
To the eternal beauty we beheld, 
We passed debauch 
We crossed the zenith 
We gripped the clutch- 
We mingled with. 
I lingered about the fresh 
It blurred what I covet 
It had taught me to welsh 
I feel my heart singing to my predilect----- 
The harmony you will skip 
The freedom you will wish 
That is where you end 
That is where I have reckoned. 
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Paroma-The Lady- Ranjan 
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Artwork by Ranjan 
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Artwork by Ankita Sarkar 
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Artwork by Disha Ghosh 
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Book Review 
By  

Surela Basu 
 

One of my favorite books would be Mark of Athena by Rick Riordan. In the past 
seven books you go with the character Percy Jackson through adventures. Through 
each book you fall more in love with Percy, Annabeth, and Grover with their 
adventures. The New York Times Bestseller Rick Riordan created a story set place 
in a mythological world, where there are demigods. Percy, for instance, is a 
demigod. His father is Poseidon with a mortal mother. Once you reach a certain 
age you must go to Camp Half-Blood to be safe from monsters and the villainous 
Kronos. Then in the second series “Heroes of Olympus” reveals a whole new 
world.  

 

 In “Heroes of Olympus” there is a rivaling camp called Camp Jupiter. This camp 
is for the Roman Gods and demigods. For example, instead of Poseidon, it is 
Neptune. Or Instead of Zeus, it would be Jupiter. These camps are unknown to 
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each other until Hera wipes Percy’s memories and switches him to camp Jupiter to 
mend the relationship of Romans and Greeks so they can all defeat Gaea. Percy 
was switched to Camp Half-Blood while Jason Grace, a roman, was switched to 
Camp Half-Blood. After going through adventures in “Lost Hero” and “Son of 
Neptune”, it was in “Mark of Athena” when worlds met.  

 

   As Rick Riordan does, Mark of Athena is a mixture of drama, suspense, and 
comedy. Piper, Jason, Leo, Frank, Hazel, Annabeth, and Percy all meet up in Mark 
of Athena to their path of stopping Gaea. When Annabeth and Percy finally meet 
up, their sweet reunion is cut off quickly when they learn they will follow the 
prophecy and defeat Gaea, if they can. We see different perspectives of the story. 
And while each character finds their own story, sadly for Percy and Annabeth, 
their story was to meet to a foul end. Tartarus is a straight trip to the worst place 
possible. If you thought failing that science test was bad, this is so much worse! 
Falling in here is like a one way trip to death. As I said in the beginning, everyone 
who reads these books will fall in love with each and every character. Percy and 
Annabeth slowly developed a romantic relationship. Then this was the choice 
Percy made that changed everything. 

 

 Annabeth was carrying the Mark of Athena in her independent trip when with her 
broken ankle she fell into Tartarus. Percy heroically caught her and the fans hearts’ 
almost stopped. It wasn’t over yet. It would be impossible to save both Percy and 
Annabeth. Hanging from the pits of death, Percy made the ultimate decision. Just 
being separated and then reunited, now he will lose her forever. So instead of 
saving himself, together with Annabeth they fall deep to the pit of death. 

 

Fans had an outrage to hear this happen to their beloved heroes. But fear not, their 
adventure continues in “House of Hades”. But now it’s time to hear my thoughts. 

 

I think Mark of Athena is a great book, in my top favorites. But I did feel that 
when the perspectives changed to Jason Grace, it was bit of boring. Jason was 
knocked out most of the time and he was just a very plain character. He had very 
little character development and his relationship with Piper felt forced. Also in the 
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last chapter, right after the Tartarus part, Leo spoke in a chapter to reassure worried 
fans that they will try to rescue them. I felt this chapter was very unnecessary and 
ruined the suspense of the last chapter just a bit. I would have loved to just close 
the book right after Percy and Annabeth’s part. Those were the cons but there are 
so many pros.  

 

The ending at the Tartarus part was done gracefully and beautifully. The writing 
really would do a number on you. All the other character developments were 
phenomenal. Especially Frank who was the character I thought would be useless 
and underused but was not at all. 

 

That was my book review of “Mark of Athena”. This was a great book and after 
you finish reading Percy Jackson and the other books, I would very much 
recommend you to read this book.  

(Photo credit: www.amazon.com) 
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Artwork by Ankita Sarkar 
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Artwork by Aneesha Ghosh  
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Artwork by Avik Samanta 
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Artwork by Ankita Sarkar 
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Artwork	by	Trinetra	Dey	
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